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A
SCIENCE OF CONSCIOUSN E S S
must include a clear under-
s tanding of love. Some sug-
gest that ‘all you need is
l ove,’ and that this must be

‘unconditional love ’.
Of course love, especially as loving

kindness and compassion, is univer-
sally recognised as a vital part of what
all mature healthy humans have in
common. But this is not the only qual-
ity necessary for healing, or to restore
the Whole.

Each of the three phases of the
A b rahamic traditions necessarily
includes the highest qualities of the
other two, while at the same time,

each is the primary representative of
only one. So, I associate the concep-
tual stage with Judaism, and I identify
it embryologically with the seed, and
functionally with reason and law
( To rah), the priestly tradition, and
i n t e g r i t y. The Christian tradition is
associated primarily with passion,
compassion, ‘good works,’ and what
the Eastern traditions call ‘Dharma’.
Embryologically, it is identified with
the tree that manifests the seed’s life-
force in the world (the tree as the cross
is the symbol of Christianity).

Moslems must submit to Allah, and let
go of their ego and worldly attach-
ments. This is the function of the fruit,
which must let go of the tree to pro-
vide the fertile ground for the next
cycle of life. The Moslem covenant
specialises in community and hospi-
tality.

Put simply, Judaism is known for
its Torah of integrity, Christianity is
known for its Gospel of love, and Islam
is known for its Quran of submission.

Of course, all three phases also
include the other two. Jewish tradition
is clear that not only are the law,
reason, and integrity essential, but so
too are loving kindness and compas-

sion for all life, as well as yira t
H a s h e m — awe, and submission to
God’s Will. 

Christianity is clear that not only
are Christians expected to be loving
and compassionate, but they are also
supposed to honour the law (it is said
that Jesus came to fulfil the law), and
they can be reborn in their faith by
entrusting their lives fully to their lord. 

Islam is clear that not only are
Moslems expected to submit to Allah,
but they are also expected to exem-
plify hospitality, community, and com-

passion, and they are also supposed to
think and act with honour and
integrity.

These days, it is politically correct
to suppose that all that a person must
do to make the world better is to act
with unconditional love, and submit to
the Will of God. The problem with this
mode is that it is often advocated as
enabling a reconciliation among all
three of the faiths that derive from
Abraham, when in fact it only repre-
sents two, and thus excludes one.

‘Unconditional love’ is, as the logi-
cians say, a self-contradiction. For here
we find the adjective ‘unconditional’
as the condition required for this sort

of love. ‘Unconditional love’ is not the
higher love referred to in all of our tra-
ditions, but rather a self-defined per-
spective that politely overlooks, and
then excludes, reason and integrity. Its
i n vocation is naturally (and often
unconsciously) anti-Jewish, because it
implies that reason and integrity, the
basis of the law, are not necessary,
and because historically, it implies that
the Holocaust was the fault of Jews
and others for not acting with uncon-
ditional love towards nazis. ‘Uncondi-
tional love’ is the limited condition of
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love that mistakenly forgives the crime
while the crime is ongoing. Thus it is
the opposite of love, because it uncon-
ditionally encourages continued
unloving behaviour.

The higher love, the love advo-
cated in all three of the Abrahamic
phases, the love that can be a unifying
fo rc e, includes not only unlimited
compassion and submission, but it
also includes reason, integrity, and
c o n t ext. Neither the tradition of
Moses, nor the tradition of Jesus, nor
the tradition of Mohammed, eve r
endorsed unconditional love for an
adversary while they were engaged in
attack. All require a higher standard of
love that takes into account not only

compassion for both the victim and
the victimiser, not only submission to
Allah and/or yirat (‘awe of’) Hashem,
and/or giving one’s life over to Jesus,
but also consideration for the future,
for both the victim and the victimiser,
and for the rest of society.

Compassion and submission with-
out integrity can easily lead to unin-
tended perversion or unbridled lust.
Integrity without compassion and
without submission to God’s Will can
easily lead to cruelty. Thus, each of the
specialties of each of the organs in the
Abrahamic body politic must be fully
engaged by all three.

While ‘unconditional love’ is not
unconditional, love as a condition can

be. After all, one of God’s Names is
Emet—Truth. Thus, love of truth is a
true form of love.

In all fa i t h s, a saint or tzaddik is
k n own by his or her loving kindness.
In the Talmud, a tzaddik is said to
h ave the quality of integrity, exe m p l i-
fied by the phrase to ku k’va ro (‘their
insides are like their outsides’). The
l ove of the tzaddik is the identity of
Beauty and Tr u t h .
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